Correlates of Ageism Among Health Care Professionals Working With Older Adults.
The changing proportion of older adults in society necessitates the need to determine the attitudes of health care professionals toward older adults. The purpose of this study was to explore attitudes of ageism and its correlates among health care professionals working with older adults. This descriptive study was conducted in seven hospitals in five cities in Turkey. A total of 628 health care professionals participated in this study. The Fraboni Scale of Ageism (FSA) was used to collect data. Descriptive statistics, student's t test, one-way analysis of variance and multivariate linear regression were used for data analysis. The mean total score from the FSA was 56.9 ( SD = 8.0). Education (β = -.18, p < .001) and difficulty with the care of older adults (β = -.10, p < .05) were statistically significant predictors of the FSA score. The attitudes of health care professionals toward older adults were generally positive and affected by difficulty in providing care and the educational status of the health care professionals.